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ABSTRACT

The World’s Press Freedom Index for 2014 is distg, especially for established democracies fpoints to a
dangerous trend in countries like the United StaBe#ain, India and Sri Lanka but for differentasons. If reasons of
national security has been used freely by countiiesthe United States, Britain and India to ghg press or attempt to
bully the industry to part with information, in thease of Sri Lanka the concoction of the poisoreven more
dangerous—a mixture of perceived national secumigrests and singling out journalists based onieitly for “special”
treatment, a move that has come in for some stapsfand debate in South Asia and elsewhere. Eperpaims to
analyze the case of Sri Lanka where the violen@énag Tamil journalists has to be seen not onlyh perspective of

security but also in the political comfort of thewpers-that-be.
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